
A Short History of the Play Reading Workshop 

In the autumn of 2011 the Program Committee decided that a program 

was needed to help our playwrights develop their playwriting skills. The 

first step in developing the program was to set up the Play Reading 

Workshop. The mandate of the Play Reading Committee is to read the 

plays submitted by our members and to select the plays that are ready to 

be workshopped. It was felt that it was important for playwrights to have 

an opportunity to hear their work read aloud. The workshop also provides 

our membership with the opportunity to participate in the development of 

the play. By forgoing props and blocking, the audience and playwright are 

able to focus on the words and rhythm of the play. Coming out of the Play 

Reading Workshop initiative, playwrights have begun to write full-length 

plays. 

The Playwright Circle is an essential element in our Play Reading Program. 

Before submitting to the Play Reading Workshop playwrights are 

encouraged to attend the Playwright Circle. The aim of the Playwright 

Circle is to provide a place to encourage and assist plays that are not yet 

ready for the Play Reading Workshop. The Circle provides the playwright 

with the opportunity to hear their play and receive comments from their 

fellow playwrights. The playwright is then able to incorporate any 

suggestions before submitting to a formal workshop.   

The Playwriting Basic course is a pre requisite for attending the Playwright 

Circle. This decision was based on the belief that it is necessary for the 

playwrights to have a common language and foundation.  



Plays read at the workshop are eligible for selection and performance at 

the +50 Festival occurring in late Spring. There is no connection between 

plays submitted to the Play Reading Workshop and the Estelle Craig Award.  

In the early fall we hold the “generals”. This provides our playwrights with 

the opportunity to meet the directors, the directors to hear the voice of the 

actors and the actors to meet the directors and playwrights.  

We continue to attract new members through our Playwriting Program. The 

response to the workshops from the membership of ACT II STUDIO is 

overwhelming. The audience feedback to the playwrights over time has 

became more evolved and considered. As well, the workshops reinforce a 

sense of community among the membership with the collaboration 

between playwright, director, actors and the audience. 


